
it out. From it« appearance it looked
to inc as ii* some one had used nomo
kind of bu' to prize it loose. The workhad the appearance cf being well done.I remain, Yours, very truly,Columbia Plumbing and Cornie«}Work«,

Hi B. Chapman, Munager.Telegram:
Columbia, S. C., Feb. 18.11104.A. C. Dover. Ocala. Fla.

Did the State house roof show Mash¬ings were torn out when you exyminedUV
(Signed) Frank P. Milburn.Telegram:

Ocala, Fla.. Feb. 18,1904.Frank P. Milburn, Architect.
Yes. some half dozen places absolute¬ly pulled away from wall.
(Signed) A.. C. Dover.

Columbia, S. Ç.. Feb, lu, 1904.Mr. Frank P. Milburn.
Dear Sir: I am a native of Georgiabut now .» resident of Charlotte, Ñ. «

I am a practical cornice and metal amisheet worker, with :'2 years actual *-x-perience'
1 did a great deal of work on tinState capitol at 'Columbia; bud chargtof tho sheet metal work of the Inrieidome and the outer dome, and als*the guttering, aral the sana- wus put ii

according to the plans and details foithe same, by experienced workmen, ii
a good, workmanlike manner. I havi
read the published testimony of MrHunt relating to my work, and tlv
same is in the main not true.

1 have Ulis day been on the roof am
^.i examined the dome and gutters. Tinfloor of 'the lantern of the dome linbe«»n badly abused since the work wacompleted and accepted. There liavibeen holes made in the copper, whirl

cause leaks in the inner «lome. Theris now a piece of timber there wit!nails In it, which might causé some othe holes noted.
As to the guttering, the statement oMr. Hunt is generally not true. The;are made of Merchant's old method I"?tin, which is the standard of Americaand proper material for that partículawork. It rests on a granite foundatinami has all the protection neceSssrjAfter three years use it ls in perfeccondition.
I have had large experience witroofs, and have been familiar with thiroof, off and bil, since lt was put olIn this matter, again the testimony cMr. Hunt is largely untrue, lt is asphill t ami gravel, and not tar angravel. None of the sion«' used in it

construction were one und u half c
tv. o inches, and the little slipping noteis only some slight excess of materia
as is common to such roofs.
The cost «>f metal Ceilings In 1901 an1902 was very much less than lt wain 18S9. because of progressive ideaand methods m this kind of businefand prices of material. Al hough I ha

no Interest in the celling of the mallobby or elsewhere, my work was neait. and I lia«! conversation with M
Unkefer about same, and I know thcthe new ceding cost more than it woulhave cost to repair the old one, but 1
fix the old one would require the in
portât ion of speeial expert metal wort
ers, and a great deal of time, whic
would have resulted in Inconvenientto the legislature.

YourB truly,(Signed) G. G. Ray.To Whom lt May Concern: ^Gentlemen: I have read' with saprice Capt. Hunt's testimony in ri
gani to the roofing applied to the Sta
house, and have the following to suihilt:
The roofing on this building is win

is known as "Warren's Anchor Bran
Natural Asphalt Hoofing." and was aiplied by the "Charlotte Roof and PH-
lng company" of Charlotte, N. C., a
cording to the plans and specificatioi
adopted by the Warren Chemical ai
Manufacturing company of New Yoi
city. This r"oof is what is known
our "Standard Anchor Brand AsplinRoofing," and'has been applied accor
lng to our plans and specifications,
contains np coal tar, or coal tar proucts, and is composed out of asph¡ithroughout. In reference to CaiHunt's assertion that the roof Is of li
tie qi' no value, I

/ might state th
while there are some leaks in the ro<
these leaks are occasioned, not throuithe fault of the roofing, but for otb
reasons not In the roofing contrai
Now, the pitch of this roof, as neal
as I can ascertain, is about four lncli
to the fo«»t, and the roofing is w
adapted to this class of coustruetio
in fact we do not hesitate to advoca
and furthermore to apply thlb roc
ing on buildings whose roofs have
pitch of (ii) six inches and upwardsthe foot. The crushed quartz used 1
the graveling surface is such as v
pass through a mesh from G-16 inch
1-2 inch in size, and I am at a Jossunderstand how Capt. Hunt can s
that he was able to find stones as 1
as pigéon's eggs, or the size of a ma:
hand. I submit the above, testimonydefense- of the Anchor Brand Rootli
which has been attacked » by Ca' Hunt, and trust it will be acceptedBitch.
(Signed) Walter B. Harris,Representing Warren Chemical a
Manufacturing company, 17 Batt«

' Place, New York city.1 notified the Charlotte Roof o
Paving company repeatedly to se
men to repair » this roof.. They s<
men more than once, but finally 1
Dover, the manager, told me that so
one was .tampering with the'roof a
that he thought that water was n
nlng through the copper work a
around the windows. It ls a fact tl

isome Of the frames and sash W
blown tn during a severe windstolast summer, and more than likely t
accounts tor some of the leaking cc
plained of. Mr. Ray informed me tl
holes bad been punched in thé copdome. I cannot say as to this, 1
I do know that peoplewere permitto go and come at will.
On two or more occasions I sent

men to inspect Abe roof after lt. \
reported :to me that lt had leaked. Tl'reported that a scuttle,'which is ab
three or four feet square, .was left
and one time both scuttles were ol

I required that the roofing, contri
ors give a guarantee for 10 yes

. which fully protected the State's' terests. â.'The committee Say that a, fine si
croof was torn oft which cost the St
a great amount of money, and t
further say that it afforded- perfect itectlon.. 'But they did not producsingle witness to prove these assertli
Who told them? The absurdity of
statement is proved by the tact tthe principal argument used in Iting the appropriation'for the imnr<
men ts was that "the roof -was futholes arid leaked like a selve." Besbeing old and worthless as a roof, tl
was-a .Very small portion ^ot the s
on the roof, only that: *^rt that c<
.be seen from the ground-that Ia,
'steep mansard-the rest was of coi

% < and was sold for junk.- -.-- .-..-.'' VEighth. Numerous objections-todome which are-so. disconnected ai
necessitate somewhat of a. generalpiy. %

N

It should be clearly understood
I originally planned for the const
tlon of this domç of cast steel, justthe material used for the dome of
capitol at Washington. Col.' Mari
objected to this,- on.d:'.the commlsi
as I believe,', largely Influenced bjdesire--to satisfy-, jfim. directed ..

.change to granite. This'chvicigaivtsltaf.cd a greatly increased Jtiad,- ai
not only carefully. confcfö*jred
strength otithe 'tpn!ri\building- tp
port lt but, at my own T.éxbense,
the beat'-expert In this ilne^o'-makV examination arid ciaïculat^jn.' ot
pressure, on the hiasofti<y.* ot tho
posed increased load. The prop
change wa« feaslblëV ' Jput ins
of supporting thé ; dötne on
iUreï hearns, ; a« \ first désignée
had put In four toi-ge bpx.girders, and increased the tl
peas of ail * that metal. The e?

i

referred to said, "We are satisfied that
j there ¡f hB quest lc-:; a.s tu thfi strengthj of thiK revised design." with thischaiiRe it became necessary to gl\»j grenier pitch to the roof than origi¬nally intended, «nd to make numerousmodifications and chances in thf spee-ilicatjons and detail drawings for thework. For instance, the Change inPitch of the roof obviated the necessity
for the ventilar.»rs shown in tho prig-Inn) plans, whieh would have been un-

; sightly thereon. The modified and re-vised drawings for-this portion of the
work are still on file in my office and

'could hr.ve been SC<MI by the investi-
gating committee «nd their "expert*-had they so desired.

It is charged that thc window frames
of the dome do not Ht. This appenr-
ance is no doubt caused by the fact
that some of them were blown hi dur-! lng a severe storm last summer,
Again, that there are kinks and

cr|mps in the galvanized iron of th>->
Inner dome. But these are no doubt
due to natural expansion and contrat
tlon.
Again that some stones on the out-

side of the dome are too short, and the
contractors filled up the spaces. Now,the fact ls, you cannot keep the water
¡out of a close joint of stones; there
must be space enough to calk and ce¬
ment, and it ls necessary at thal point,
It must be understood that the little
water oozing past the cement swells
the oakum and this makes the joint
water proof.

L But the great bulk nf criticism
of the work on the dome is that
It is not according to plans and
specifications, ami that the nlans
actually used are not what they
should be. It is true that much of it
is not according to the diuwings and
specifications seen by the committee
and tlieir expert, bul aie Í. substantial
complanee with the modified drawings
and detailed working plans. As to the
criticism by Mr. Hunt and the commit¬
tee of the plans as changed and actu¬
ally carried out, I Insist that neither
this contractor nor this committee are
competent Judges. Surely the members
of the committee are no better able to
judge of the work, at this time, than
were the memTJers Of the capitol com¬
mission, who saw the work as it pro-
messed and when lt was completed and
accepted.
Ninth. That the wood truss under

the portico roof, called for by the draw¬
ings, is absent.
After the commission decided to

omit the two columns before referred
,to, the wood truss was no longer prop¬
er, the drawings wore changed and
steel trussed perlina. substituted, span¬
ning the portico the shortest way.
And here again tho committee under¬

takes^ to criticise the use of built up
sections, as called for by the drawings,
Instead of expensive solid stones. In¬
deed, they criticise everything except
the contract price, which every body
knows was very low.
Tenth. That a sheet of galvanized

iron 1-32 of an inch thick is ill there
is between the interior of thc building
And Ute "wide, wide world."
These gutters are not galvanized iron,

but the best quality of IX tin, which is
the best gutter lining that can be used.
Copper lasts longer, but the expansion
ls too great. These gutters, which are
of the usual thickness for this class of
work, are painted on the vunder side,
caulked with lead in the stone and the
gutter bed lays flat on the stone cor¬
nice.
Eleventh. That one of the large lin¬

tel stones in the rear portico is cracked,
this being the last of the specific
charges which Is numbered.
This stone showed no defect when

the wnru was accepted, but has bro¬
ken since then. I do not believe it is
likely to "give away." Apparently per¬
fect stones will sometimes crack in a
building and cannot be guarded
against. The committee could have
easily found evidence of this fact, had
they desired it, in several large stones,
on the cast side of the building, which
are cracked and broken, as is also a
very large stone on the south side
near the west corner.
Next: That the contractors did not

protect the Interior of the building dur¬
ing the work.

It is almost impossible to fully pro¬
tect a building during repairs and
changes and let the occupants remain
Inside-it is not like an unoccupied
building. 1 could not, and did not,
undertake to prescribe just how thc
contractors should protect the old
work, and they claimed to the commis¬
sion that they had done all they coulddo to that end.
In this connection it must be remem¬

bered that many ot' the stains from
leaks in different purts of the building
were there before the work under in¬
vestigation begun.
Next: As to the cement floors and

water leaking from above.
Only one day last month I was sur¬

prised to see so much water in the
passageway under the front portico,
ns it had not rained for several days,
and 1 called the attention of Mr. Wil¬
liam Bunks of Thc State to the condi¬
tions. Careful examination showed
that the walls of the building were
sweating all around, but where the dirt
was against the -building {t absorbed
the water, while it was not soi absorbed
where the cement floors joined the
walls. The walls sweat regularly.
This would not have been the case had
they been hüllt hollow in the outset-
they had enough, thickness for air
Space in the centre. This is one of the
most serious defects in any part of the
State house. I had nothing to do with
a.
; Next: As to the defective water clos¬
ets and plumbing.
This work woe all done ' before the

city had.plumbing rules, or an inspec¬
tor of sewers and plumbing, or even a
sewerage system. These rules vary In
different cities, arid nv the absence olj
any. prescribed rules each architect
UBés-, such plans and methods as seem
best, considering location and sur¬
roundings, general appearance and
sanitary rules. In all these matters
there, ls constant improvement, Just as
we have greatly improved on old clos¬
ets in the basement., which were in¬
stalled when Col. Marshall was on the
commission In charge of the State
house improvements. I ta-uat that the
State ls able to get even more venti¬
lation, by electric fans, as suggested, or
otherwise, as the present location was
not built for this purpose, qr there
would nave been more Ventilation. 1
think the following letter will enable
.the public to. form a correct estimate
of the inclination of this investigating
committee ,to '.condemn everything In
'sight:
Office Of A. W. Edens, C E., Inspector

.'of Sewers arid Plumbing, Room
No. 8, City Hall.

Columbia, S. C., Feb. 15, 1904.
Mr. Frank P" Milburn, '

^Deftr Sir: Af your request I take
pleasure In stating that the plumbing'.tarter the two porticos* of the State
house will compare favorably with ansplumbing'that hr-a come under my ob¬
servation Ir! this city Which waa in¬
stalled prior to; the passage of the
-présent.city.plumbing rules; The clos¬
ets and other fixtures are of good qual¬
ity. The principal defect found wa«
the want of propër ventilation. ¡

Yours respectfully,
(Signed) A! W. Edens, C. E.
Next..
lt is chat*ged that the contractors

as ''naked trespassers." carried awrij
and' disposed of ;old. material, which
WÛP/ valuable, property of the State;anti tho committee says they aitempitb Justify* the act by an Item of th«
.Kpeciflcatións; which does, not "Supportthe' content lon. /. v i
. This ls

' another evidence that th«
committee did not consider the ¡répori.t
of the capitol commission, as the legis*Tature directed lt .to'dó';: for it appear«iii one of those reporta that under th«
Ittíiri of thc speclflcrttlops referred to
the contractors; arid other bidders
were told before bi'dulng that the j

would get all the old mat rial, exceptrthe marble; that the contractors ul-lowed for the value ot this old material
in their bid; that the commission rubyInvestigated the matter: that the at¬
torney «enciul gave his official opinionthat the generali opinion had been thatthe contractors owned the old mate"tiai. and the commission t'oüld not«.lain» lt: that the opinion <>i Ihe attor-
ney general was approved by the coin-mission, excepting only Mr. Marshall;and the commission referred Mr. Gar¬funkel's proposition lo it to buy the
old material from the contractors.1 repeat that J cannot believe thatthis Investigating committee consid¬ered the report, <u knew ol these facts,If they did, 1 think a discriminatingpublic can sec that they ure determined
io uphold coi. Marshall's minority re¬
port) even lt" a suppression c cold
facts ls necessary.

As an evidence that 1 «ave the Statt
good and honest service kn tin- expend¬iture of h.« money on the State house
and in refutation of many charge»made, but not sustained, by the in-
vesUgating committee, 1 desire to sun-
mit the following statements of hon
embie, widely known contractors, not¬
withstanding the chairman of thai
committee, on the (loor of the senate
where he was secure from reply, de¬
scended to the tactics of trying io be¬smirch and Impugn any uf ami all wit
nesses who dared to speak the truth
if not in support of his repon.Vichólas itt uer, Contractor, I*. O. Bo:

606, Atlanta, Gu.
Atlanta, Gu., March 22,1901.Mr. Frank P. Milburn, Columbia, S. c

Dear Sir: Your favor of the 2Qth t<
hand. 1 examined the material an«
workmanship at capitol building, au«
lind it a first class job. I consider it i
good, substantial piece of work.

Yours truly,
(Signed) Nicholas Ittner,

Contractor.
Savannah, Ga.. Aug. 17. 1903.

Mr. Frank P. Milburn. Columbia. S
C.
Dear Slr: In reply to your inquiryof August 7th in regard t<- the work re

cently done on thc state house, 1 vvll
say that I have had considerable ex
perience in larg»; work, and have ha«
quite a number of contracts from Uv
United States government. 1 was on
of the Brm of the Stewart Contractiiii
company, who bid for the contract ii
Columbia. 1 was in Columbia Auij14th, und while Iber«' Inspected th
Stat«.' house work. As a whole, 1 thin
the work very satisfactory. There ma
be some minor ihini^ that 1 would hav
done different it' 1 hatl been award
e«I the contract. Anyone looking i
find fault can always lind it." There 1
one thing certain, the Slate ol' Soul
Carolina, in my estimation, has re
celved lull value for the money ex
pended, and now has a capitol thn
any State might well be proud o
This is my honest and unprejudice
opinion. Yours truly,
(Signed)

J. 13. Burgess, Manager,
Savannah Contracting Company.

Note. Mr. Purges remodeled Interlc
of postofllce building in Columbia, i
1903.

Augusta, Ga., Sept.2, 1903.
Mr. Frank P. Milburn, Columbia, í
C.
Dear Slr: In reply to your favor c

Aug. 25th, wanting an opinion from t
on the new State capitol in your cit;
we beg to say the writer has flequen'ly gone «»vcr this building during coi
struetion ajid since it was finished, an
«.onsider it as g«>od a job as lt is poisible to make out of a remodeling juland beincr fanilllar with the price palfor the work, I consider the State s«
cured a regular excursion price on th»
building.
We have had considerable experien«

in remodeling work, and know ht)
difficult it is to make everything peifeClly satisfactory, as there is SOUK
thing always In the way that ennui
be moved. You would have no troub
to prove up values il" the matter wt
i livest iga tea, as you know from ea
perience that it is much easier to erl
leise than it is to execute.

Yours very truly,
(Signed) J. Hi McKenzie & Sons,

General Contractors.
By Charles F. McKenzie.

Johnson City. Tenn., Sept. 26. 1903.
Mr. Frank P. Milburn. Columbia,
C.
Dear Sir: Replying to your inqullof Aug. 25th, asking my opinion of tl

work recently done «>n the South Carlina State house, 1 will say that I coi
sidered the same well executed und fu
ly up to the standard for such work,
have had experience lu remodeling o
capitols, and have found it hard
please every one, as they do not iii
derstand the njany troubles that \
have to contend with. 1 am surpris*that any objections are raised in r
gard to the Job, us I thought the qunlty of the work done, considering ti
quantity, was well worth the prlpaid for lt. I should think it would
worth fully $200,000 to duplicate t
same work now under the present co
dltlons of markets, etc.

Yours truly,
Signed) J. E. Parrish.

Contractor and Builder, Lyochbui
Va.

Columbia, S. C. Feb. 3, 1904
Mr. Frank P. Milburn, Columbia,C.
Dear Slr: Replying to your favor

recent dato. In which-you request.us
Inspect the work done on the St8
capitol building at Columbia, S. C., 1

beg to advise as follows:
After a careful inspection of t

work,.we are prepared to say that
our opinion, that the work seems,have been performed in a substitut
and workmanlike.manner. In our oplIon, the appropriation was entirely I
small for the amount of work undi
taken. Very truly yours,
(Signed) "SV. T. Hadlow Co..

By G. H. Hadlow,
General Contractors, Jacksonvil
Fla.

Columbia, S. C. Feb. 15, 19Ó4
Mr. Frapk P. Milburn.
Dear Slr: I have this day bc

through the capitol building at (
lumbla, S.. C., and after looking tythe work I am satisfied ,that "the w«
done by the contractor is a faith
performance of the spirit and Inti
of the plans and tpeclfleatlona» ns
work done Is worth a great deal m
than his contract price.
I also read Mr. Hunt's report as

steel ceiling and floor light und
satisfied that he is entirely too highhis valuation of the ceiling, and tl
the floor light appears to have b
used or walked upon before the cern
S'¿t, in which- case the damages wo
not appear for some time.
And I would say further, that In

pairing or adding to buildings th
are n. great many tnings which
ability on the part of the architectfórsec-, and which have to be taken
as. they develop: so, after carefi
laoklng over the matter, I am satis;
that the criticisms upon yourself i
contractors are uncalled for andjÜHt.

I find that the granite used ls not
hard as the original granite;texture being coarser, it would
take the same finish. I find that
specifications provide that each* cl
and style of- work. shall be so mi
cuts and the old work would, not
t/iken by the contractor as his gtin-performing his work, while the £eral style and outlines would be
same.

I do noi 'consider that the remeof the tw«> columns' mentioned In
Hunt's reptSit would weaken the «ti
turo. I think tho. manner In which
provided for the change was propeftrid rho thickness of the ceilinggutters are such us are used Ongood buildings.|t Ja my 'experience as a contra*
tor 20 years that a number of is
leak for soma time after tho builc

Ils .?(iniiilt'iiMi. mili to eovei thia :?.
guarantee is given for one year. I jThe copper and ¡i>. roo! on the gúv-j i
. rnnuMit buil.Ung in Augusta leaked ;(rom linn* t<> tim»' and gave tin- officers jconsiderable trouble. j;Respectfully, ;
(Sinned* T. C. Brown & Soo, ;T <'. Brown, '.General Contractors. Augusta, Gu. I.THE OOV15RNM ISNT EXPERT.No doubt iii.- public is curious i'<>

know BOincthing more ol' Mr. Hunt.
upon whom th" committee seems con-'tent tn test foi th.- support of its nu-J '
nierons criticisms bf designs, plans amiwork, with the single exception of th.' 1
plumbing. II had understood, until last week, '
that tin- nain.' of this witness was H. MIi. Hunt, ami that lu- was a govern-nient architect, as Committeeman Pat- 1
(orson announced In i ic house, and l
mail«- diligent Inquiry in Washington '

us to Identity ami standing.1In the limited tint" ai my disposalsim e Thursday, I have inquired ns to¡the work, position, «-lc., of Mr. S. S.
Hunt, resulting m th« following In-formation: 1

Before going to Washington. Mr.
Hunt enjoyed . tht; reputation of being '

a good mei hunic.
The Washington city directory for

H»iK'. iron tullis his nain.' us a cont ru. tm.
The congresslonul directory does notshow .»ny such office us "superintend-

ont of constructing of thc United States 1
capitol." The last congressional di riv
tory shows as (mme. td with Hie oilleesuperintendent of th.- capitol:J Superintendent, Kl I loll Woods, Con-j '
Ki es.donal hotel. 1
Chief .Ink. George ll. Williams. 210''IO. street.
Chief electrical engineer. Christian PI Gliom, l'AJ East Capitol street.
Clerk, John Welch. ;ilu North Caro

lina avenue. S. E. ! '

W. H. Kilpatrick wires:
"Architect says neither S. S. Hunt jnor H. II. Hunt, superintendent of eon-jstruct ion cnpltol. Never heard of such

Hunt."
.1. K. Taylor, the supervising ai » hi-

tect of thc United States government.
wires:
"Office bas no knowledge of S. S. !!

Hunt in connection with any of its;work."
Paul J. Pelz of Washington, on.- of! thc three arch I teets lund thc only sur¬

vivor) who designed the famous con-
Hi' -sion.il library, says thal his name
ls not in the governnient Blue Hook;! thal he neither knows 8. Hunt usJa builder, contractor or architect, and jthat if he had been <>f prominence in
either capacity, he would have known
him.
Will South Carolininns endorse the

libelous report of this, Investigating I
committee, confessedly bused »in Hie ¡opinion of this witness, in the face of
the opinions of Nicholas Ittner of At-
'antu. J. K. Burgess of Savannah,Charles P. McKenzie of Augusta, J. E.

: Parrish of Lynchburg, Q. H. Hadlow
of Jacksonville, and T. C. Brown ofAugusta?
The following extracts from the ree-

I ords of the Capitol commission will no
doubt prove Interesting to the public:
"Upon motion of Mr. Derham:
"Resolved, That when the work on

the State house is finished, prior to
accepting the same, the architect shall
notify the governor, who shall call
the commission together, who with
the architect .shall inspect the work.
and if the same is satisfactory the eer-
tiflcate shall issue."

Columbia. S. C., May 22. 1902.Hon. M. B. Mcsweeney, Chairman
State House Commission:
Dear Sir-I wish to report that Mo-

Ilvain, Unkefer Co.. contractors, have
completed the work as outlined by me
on the Stute house. That is. the spir¬it, intent and meaning of the plans,specifications and modifications of the¡same, and are entitled to the llnal pay-ment.

Prank P. Milburn.
P. S. This report to be filed when

the commission are satisfied with the
work as done,
"Resolved, That it appears to the

commission for the completion of the
State bouse that thc work ls satisfac¬
tory and that the contract h-.8 been
substantially performed.
Whereupon Mi-. Marshall made thefollowing motion as a substitute:
Resolved. That in thc opinion of this

commission the work done under the
contract to complete the -State househas not been performed by the con¬
tractors according to thc plans, speci¬fications and contract, ami therefore
true work done ls not satisfactory tothe commission."
A roll call having been demanded up¬

on the question of the adoption of Mr.Marshall's substitute, the substitute
was rejected by a vote of-7 to 1, us fol¬lows:
Voting yes-Marshall-1.
Those voting no-Mcsweeney, Jen¬nings, Mower, Johnson, Wilson, Bel¬linger, Derham-7.

CONCI.1TSÏON.
I have tried to briefly and calmlyshow the public the plain facts connect¬ed with the State house work, with¬

out resorting to rant and cheap clap¬trap about bamboozling, etc.
I have np desire to conceal anythingfrom tho public and I court the fullestinvestigation, feeling sure of a com¬plete vindication from the cruel at¬tack which has been made upon mycharacter for the first time.

Very respectfully.
Prank P. Milburn.

A I'll IC ATH KU WITH A RKCORO.
The Rev. John Kuppe of GufTncy HOMTied 438 Mntrtnioulnl Knot».
Special to The State.
Gaffney. Feb. IS.-Rev. John. Ruppe,who has possibly marled more cou¬

ples than any other man in this coun¬
ty, married two more North Carolina
couples last Sunday. These were Mi'.A. Moore and Miss L. E. Settlemyer,of Hertrielta, and Mr. C. A. Hawkins
and Mips Hattie McSwain, of BoilingSprings. This makes a total of 438
knots tied by this aged divine. Many
are the people .who can date their
greatest happiness to the time when
they stood trembling before him.»Miss Blanche Wilson has gone on
h, trip north.
Mr. H. K. Osborne has announced

himself a enndidate for the office of
alderman from Ward Six.
Mr. T. Davenport has sold his gro¬

cery business to Mrs. T. Davenport,who will conduct the business at the
same place. Mr. Davenport will be¬
come n knight of the grip. His line
will be groceries.

^

Help la Appreciated.
People's Recorder (colored).

It is indeed gratifying to note the
interest the Columbia Dally State, the
white citizens of Columbia and else¬
where, and Dr. Ray of, lower Richland
county are taking in Raising and dis¬
tributing contributions of money, food
and clothing for and to the colored Buf¬
ferers of lower Richland. All remem¬
ber how their crops were all swept
away by hail, wind and ruin last year,
and how hundreds of the poorer class
have undergone almost starvation.
Now these white friends, from their
bounteous storehouses, are most liber¬
ally contributing, to the needs of thc
sufferers.
Being a Columbian, we do all the

more appreciate this manifest Chris¬
tian beneficence. May. the blessed Lord
restore to these benefactors ten fold.
We thank them, ls about the only pay¬
back that we can give.

^ A I "nt al IC» plosion.
Buffalo. N. Y., Peb. 21.-Two men

were asphyxiated, one burned to death
and .several were seriously lnjused In
an explosion of blast furnace gas at
tho plant bf the Lackawanna Stcjel
company today. The dead rare: Gdo.
Reynolds, a mason; Michael' S. Smith;
a mason, Prank Prenait, employed in
the power house.

I GÏRLS WHO LEAVE HOME. I
V Written i«»r The Stn to hy \v. i». îfe

\\ IIOIN.'if.
,

' *|
The renders of The Slate. pr rather
hal portion of them who have paidthe waiter the compliment i»í readingUs articles, which have appeared from
limo in tim« in its columns need
utrdly tn- reminded <>r lils position on
the subject <>t" education. There ls.
lowever, oin- thing io connection with
the question tn which he bess tr enter
i protust. although it is done with a
'ousldcrable degree «>f reluctance.

ii is possible, nt course, that this '

an.i lin- word is used tttlvisodly, ¡!may nm ow»! ii* origin tn om system j '
?i educa Hun, Inn tn a change ol pul»-'lie sentiment, which has hanni de-M.'clopinent otitsidc <>r higher education.Theil. i"i«. tin' lac! musl lu- rcengnl/.-I '
ii that ill all human allans, il unit- «

lern n.it h«»w K"«'<I tu.- general ten- i
leney is. lhere must h.- sunn- evil; hut <

while Hiving Hill acknowledgment tnlins nulli, every effort should lu- made »
in keep ¡In- evil Incident therein Inthe lowes! possible point. '

'I'll.- vii io which allusion is made ls
h.- craze thal has found lodgment in
he mind oj' almost every nul that
inst as soon as sin- leaves the > allege
.r high school she must Hud some
Und ol" employment, despite the fuel
ihat in the large majority of cases it
Involves leaving her hume and beingbrown with strangers. Any system>r education or of public sentimentihat instills a feeling ol' this kind into
Hie mind of a ghi, Abut she must he in- \-iepeudent aiul linnie her own way inIhe world, is radically ami inexcusablywrong. :
Títere are. of course, many vaseswhere this seeking for employment is

painfully necessary, und where, this isthe ease i «¡il should be encouragedmid rendered every assisi a nee; bulwhere tins condition does not exist,nile is both unjust lu herself ami her
(»aleuts when she voluntarily leavesthem inst at tin- tillie when they willilerive so much pleasure from her
presence in the house. She has boeill
sorely missed dining the four years she!luis spent ai college. I.nt this separationwas cheerfully borne hy her parents,roi" they could look forward to UK» lime
when she would finish her educationuni onie mon- he with them to In 141 » I -
pn their hoiiie. Independence, and theilesh'c. io make one's own way in the
world, ls both natural ami commend- Iable, but there is such a thing as cur-lying even a good impulse too far, and
liiere is something radically wrong lui
¡my system of home or school train- ¡lng that implants thc idea lu the mind
jf a girl that she should not be de¬
pendent on ber father, even when he
13 abundantly able to provide for bertwants.
liven ll" it be granted that she canlinve more social enjoyment in the

lown or city than in the country home
)f her parents, this furnishes no nulli-dent excuse for her to leave her pur-mts when her presence and help af- |fords them such unalloyed happiness,lt often happens that the mother, get-LlnR on in years, is worn out with toil
tod care. She has given all herstrength and time to the raising andtraining of ber children, ami lo ber
it ts an inexpressible pleasure when
1er daughter insists on assumliur some
>f her duties and responsibilities, and
.nobles her to enjoy u well-earned
est.
A number of years ago it was thewriter's good fortune to he a frequentilsitor at a home where the condition

Ihove mentioned existed. The moth-»r's health was not good and the oldest
laughter had simply relieved her of alllOUsehold cares, not even allowing tho
younger children to trouble her with
my of their troubles. This daughter
.vas accomplished, well educated, a
very tine musician and could' easily
nive secured a position to teach. Thisshe would have liked to do, but she
felt that ber Hist duty was at home,ind the disehnrge of this sacred dutyivill ever be the sweetest and tender¬
est recollection of her life, fo.- whendie was called on to see that mother
nuss away she was sustained and
«Kithed hy tb«; consciousness that she
lad done all that lay In ber power to
nuke ber mother's last years pass In
»euee and happiness.
Ono of the greatest and noblest men-

Itobert K. Lee-who bas ever lived on
his earth, made duty the watchword
»f bis whole life, and no sacrifice or
langer ever restrained bim from do¬
ng what be conceived to be light. TheWith of duty often calls us to walk
n ways that humanly speaking are
he very reverse of the ones we would ¡1iioose, but then there should ever be 1
aresent the (bought that after all the
itrongest happiness comes from the
»onsetousness of having done 1 our ut- 11
nost to promote the happiness of those !who ure dear to us. Fortunate, in-
Iced, L~> the daughter who, when she 1ooks foi the last time on1 the face of
ter mother, with her tired hands fold-11ul across her bosom, can feel t hat she
lever hr«night tears to the now closed
eyes or pangs of sorrow lo the un-
lelfish heart, which bas forever ceas- ¡?d to heat. i «If she can feel thus then she has a J '

[>eare and joy that will be her greatest 1«dace as long as life endures, for what-
.ver, for weal or woe, the future hashin store for her, this is .something that
yo earthly power can take away. I
A girl when she first leaves col-

ege and enters, as it were, upon Ihe jthreshold of ber life, stands in greatteed of ber mother's counsel nnd pro-Lection, and it is a misfortune when
dress of circumstances deprives ber
it this safeguard. If there be one'
thing on earth that romes as a gift'rom Heaven dit is the love of a moth-i
sr-for ber child. No pen can portrayit: "no plummet can sound lt« depths,'for it ls as dPep and wide as a fath-
imless «ea, to which no measurement
?an be given.
The writer trusts that he may be

pardoned for giving one more Illus¬
tration of the sacrifice of inclination
lo duty, the facts of which arc just a«
rein teri.
A good many years ago there ex-

istcd an engagement between two.
young people, but there was, in the
estimation of the young lady ut least,
an inseparable barrier In the way of
Its immediate consummation. that oh-
stacie being an invalid mother, for
whose care the daughter considered
herself responsible. After the lapsenf a good many years the mother pass¬ed away and a short time after her
death the daughter married the gen¬
tleman to whom she had been so loi."attached. They were both get¬
ting along In years then, hut can nny-
nne doubt that that loving daughter
found great happiness in the few years
of her married life? It is very easy ti
believe that in this short time there,
came lo her enough of earthly happi¬
ness to compensate for ber long years
of sacrifice to a sacred duty.
It has alway« been a source of won-jder to the writer that some truly great

writer hns never made a special point
of trying at least to portray a moth¬
er's love for a child, following out tim»,
love from Its birth, and when it Hist
draws sustenance from her bosom,
through the years of Its gradual mentul
and physical development. So far as
the writer's knowledge extends this is
for the novelist an unexplored mine,
walting for the touch of a master
hand to bring Its jewels Into the light
Of toiiuyj^_? o »
Ballimore. Feb. 21.-It was thought

that not a life was lost In the fire here,
but a charred body supposed to be
that of a colored man has been found
in the water at Bowley'« wharf. The
body is so badly burned as to be un-
recognisable.

H vtr/, \ inti: vit Y i) IT« ii.

»»Hl «Irrt Ihr..illili Meelon Min.- uf
All Save lllbllcnl Rlchttcaa.

.V. 12. (.'urti« in Chicago Record-Her-uld.
Allom on the Red «ea, Jan. 18.-

livery vi usoi passing through the Suezanni ls compelled to take a pilot, be-
luae skippers of ordinary vessels can¬not be trusted i«. navigate the narrow
huiuiel, for the shunmst deviation'
may eause damugc thal will rust thou¬sands of «toll us tn repair. Each year, jhowever, navigation is rendered easierhy th«- widening of the channel und!hy the excavation ul additional sidingsur huslns where vessels cun pass,(.'rom tia- moment the pilot goes on thelu id;;.- h.- taken charge <»f the move-1
mends nf th« ship and is responsible forwhntevor may happen, regulating tho
-peed according to tonnage and
Irnugh I. ,

Vessels cannot, pas: ni motion. When
[hoy meet th.- on.- which arrives tiisi
it the si>-Mial station is eoinpt,lh>(l to
Mop and ti«- up in the hashi nulli the
'thor goes hy. Those has.ns ate lound
tt intervals of a few miles, and at
.ver> basin is a "gare" or station lu
bargo ol' a signal oflher, who corre-
ipomls to a train dlspab.'her on one

; om railroads, and the block system
s usi'd t.. regulate tin- inoveinont of
vessels. Foi nici ly no traille was al¬
lowed ai nicht, hm now lt is carried on
without interruption by th«» aid of
ic« trie lights ..a tue shore ano search¬
lights on tho vessels.
The can.-: looks exactly what it is-I

I bte; ditch ,,|, j, desert of Sit lill Oil
which l«»xos. jackals, hy««nus und oe-!
i-asinually lions arc s«;en by the watch-jmen m ibo signal lowers. At some,
places th.- hanks of earth on either
-ide are so high thal pass, agers on the
denmer cannot sic ovot them, but for
most of the Joinmy you have a wide
«weep on both sides hack lo the moun¬
tains that ris«' from tho desert, and
it a certain point for a nillo or two
Mount Sinai is visible 'M tulles to the
-outboast, and is pointed out to you
hy the captain ur Ibo dock steward.
Naked Arah boys run along the banks
rying for baksheesh and easily keep

j breast of th., creeping vessel, grab¬
hing at pennies which passengers
I lirow tiam ¡rom the deck. Half the
coins roil dow n lu the water, which ls!
exasperating to the youngsters. They
i|o not like to slop and «liv«' for them
While tilde i-; a ella lice of getting more.
hut 1 imagine lhe> mark the spots and
rome back io recover lost biurksheesh
When tiley have loft the vessel.
There ure only tun towns of any

account on the ..anal. I*».*.< ls Isnialla.
il half way point, with a population of
1,000. ll is the only monument In honor
of th«» Khedive. Ismail, ulm did Hie
most and spent tb«' most to carry out jtho enterprise, ami hist his throne
thereby. It is rather a pretty town,
abundantly Irrigated, and hence luis
lovely gardens and grovi's of palms
ami other trees. Here rosillo most of
the engineers ami other officers of the
ranal, llecause it ls preferable to Port
Saul. There is a hospital for sick em¬
ployees, a club for thc benefit of the
uftieers, and several good houBes, In¬
cluding one erected especially for the
entertainment of M. de Lesseps, when
li«; should lie pleased to use it. Heyond
I sinai ia. as before, are occasional
nasos In the desert-groves of palms
und luxuriant gardens surrounillng the
stations of the canal ofllclals, for
wherever you can turn water on that
lonely desert everything will grow with
n wild luxuriance. It seems an ¡f. the
carth suddenly released germinating
power thal had been accumulating
ilurlng centuries of suppreslon.
The chief Interest ls found In tho

town of Sui'/., because lt is the crossing
l>lace of the great caravans of camels
that furnish transportation botwen the
two continents of Asia and Africa, and
I ra vol regularly between Cairo, Da¬
mascus sind Bagdad; also because bib¬
lical historians believe that hore the
waters of the Roil sou opened 3,500
years aim and allowed H.OOO.OOO of thc
children of Israel to cross over upon
lry bottom. It requires a considerable
concession to the imagination and a
strength of faith that a majority of
mankind do not possess to accept this
theory, but no one knows to the con¬
trary, ami experience has taught me
never to doubt tho faith of Interesting
stories. If you do, you deprive your¬
self and others of much pleasure. It
ls like analyzing tho attraction of a
pretty woman, or separating her fea¬
tures into lots, classifying them and
measuring thom by tho Venus dc Milo.
On thu other sido of the Rod sea,

which, by the way, is not red, but blue
-as blue as the sky in June-you can
seo tho purple peaks of the Sinaitlc
runge, and a few tulles from the shore,
which you can reach lu tinco hours
hy donkey, ono of these remarkable
>ases that are frequently found In the
lesert. This particular one is called
the Wells of Mos»-«. There Ss a eom-
[ortlesa hotel kept by an Arab, where
iieds and refreshment can be obtained.
Put lt ls better to start early in the
morning, so as to got back thc same
lay, and take a luncheon lu a basket
Iront Suez. Th«! trip can bc easily
amie while thc vessel ls coaling.
Thc children of Israel, according to

Ibo Bible, wandered three days in tho
wilderness of Shur and fourni no water,
ind when tivy came to Marah they
could not drink the waters, for they
.vere bitter, and thc people murmured
igalnst Moses, sayin: "What shall we
Irlnk?" ami ho cried unto tho Lord
ind the Lord showed him a tree which
lie cast into th«» waters and tho waters
wert; made sweet.' And they came to
Elim, where there were 12 wells of
water, and three seor«; and ton palm
tree'., and they encamped there by the
waters. And Miriam, the prophetess,
Hu; sister of Aaron, took a timbrel
In her hand, and all tho women wont
nut after lui- with timbrels and with
dances. Thal beautiful scone, one of
tho most dramatic in the whole Bible,
is believed to have taken place here,
for these wells aro thc wella of Elim,
and. three ami ton palm trees still
»heiter a collection of a dozen or moro
springs. Tho villnge ls peopled by
naked Arabs, sinewy, springy, en¬
during fellows, whose flesh shines like
polish«'d mahogany, ami who must re¬
semble the young men of Israel when
they started on tho Journey that was
not finished for 40 years.

It ls difficult to understand why und
how they happened to be wandering
about so long down hore. If you will
look nt the map you will see that Suez
is almost on a line with (.'airo, and it
was the most natural rendezvous of the
tribes, who wer«.* scattered all along
the Nile from Memphis, which Is Just
above Cairo, to Thebes, which, ls Just
below Luxor. The a«-c<»unt In .the
Bible is condensed, and we are coin-
pelh'd \n take a good deni of these tra¬
ditions «rn faith, hut. as 1 have already
suggested, lt ls worth While to do so.
Tho Red sea ls 1,400 miles long, ami

Its greatest width is 200 miles. It is
about th«' sha [ie of a sausage, and ta-
pers at both ends. On on«; side ls
Arabia, the most mysterious and prim¬
itive of aili countries, and on tho other
sid«; aro Egypt, Nubia and the Soudan.
At thc north end what ls known as tho
Sinaitlc peninsula projects southward
ami divides tho sea Into two arms,
an«! near the point of the peninsula is
Tor, the landing place for Sinai. Op¬
posite Tor ls Jebel Ez-Zolt. which
means "the mountain of oil," where pe¬
troleum was discovered some years ago
and Created great excitement. Hun¬
dreds of thousands of dollars have
been expende«! in sinking wells and
building docks, warehouses and refin¬
eries, but have all been abandoned,
because, for some reason, the manu¬
facturers could not compete with the
Standard OH company or the Russian
factories on tho Black and Caspian
seas.
People think that tb»re ls a good deal

more wealth In Arabia than we know
of. It was once of greater importance

-?---- a----W-
than now. und in ancient days pro¬duced considerable gold and other met¬als, hat now it ships Httle but dates. .wool and coffee; and even these an«gradually falling off. Mocha coffee lsproduced at the extreme end of theArabian peninsula, in a province calledVernen, and derives its name from thelittle pori lt ls shipped ïrom. But thepeople have no enterprise, the coffeeorchards have been Injured by insects
and blight, and the trees have not been
renewed. Thia ls ncounted for by bud
government. As everywhere else In
the dominions of the sultan of Turkey,for Arabia ls noinlnully a part of theOttoman empire, the officials receive
no sala iles, and live off blackmail.
Hence, whenever a citizen gets a little
ahead, when he shows SIKUS of pros¬perity, ¡ie immediately becomes un
object of plunder and persecution bythe tux gatherer and by every other
representative of the government.There is no Incentive for the coffee
growers to extend their orchards ol¬
io Increase their product.

«¡¡te does not realise, until he romesface to face with the fact, that Arabials nearly half as large as the UnitedSimes, '.ts area ls almost as great asUnit nf India, and ls nearly equal lothat ot our States east »if the Missis¬sippi river. The population ls Un¬known, because there luis never been
ii census, but it is suposcd to be be¬
tween seven and twelve millions. Thedist am e l unn north to south ls more
. P.;'.!'. a thousand miles, and from east
to west it vaiies from f.OO to 800. Yet
in all this enormous territory the e ls
no centralized authority. The interiorls govereued hy petty sheiks, euch
Pein« absolute over the members ofhis own tithe. Alone, H roast line of
nearly 2.GOO miles are only six ports,where the sultan of Turkey maintains
pasha governors and garrisons to pro¬
tect the collectors of customs, who are
required to pay him a certain amount
of tribute every year, and they wringit ovit of the people any way they cun.
The relationship between the gov-

crmnrut at Constantinople and theHeilitulns of Arabia is very slender,
anil is due solely to the cohesive power
<>! thu Mohammedan religion. There is
mi law in Arabia but the Koran; there
are no courts but the priests; there are
no mails, no postoffices, no postagestamps, and a person who wants to
communicate with a distant fried must
send his letter hy a messenger, whichls expensive, or by a caravan, »vhlch lsthe common way. There ls no tele¬
graph line, no newspaper, no railroad,and. strange to say. not a river in allthat vast area except a few shallow,«.ocky beds, which during the springbring down water from the meltingsnow on the mountain tops to the sen,but for nine months in the year are
as dry as a crematory.
The captain tells me that they pro¬duce a curious phenomenon. Tho coastid* the Bod sea is lined with coralhanks, built by those mysterious and

wonderful little masons who, like some
men that I know of, hate fresh water.¡ind wherever the »piing flood» fall Intothe sen there is always a wide breakin the coral reef.
iiie mountains of Arabia reach analtitude of 10,000 feet, und in spotswhere borings have been made the sandis more than COO feet deep. It ls the

prevailing Impresión that Arabia is a
vast expanse of desert, bul that, is umistake. There are wide strips of barreh sand, which are irreclaimable forcultivation only because they cannotbe reached by water, but two-thirds ofthe eon nt ry is capable of cultivation,and. lying at au altitude of 3,000 feetabove the sea, might produce cotton,
sugar and other semi-tropical staplesin unlimited quantities. Althoughthere are no streams plenty of wcter
can be had for Irrigation purposes bydigging 20 or 30 feet, and the introduc¬
tion of windmills tvould simplify the
pumping problem. On the coast it ls
Intensely hot, and the humidity of the
atmosphere during the summer season
makes life almost unendurable, but in
the interior, upon the table lands alongthe mountain slopes and in the valleys,thc mercury seldom riseB above 8!» de¬
grees, even In mid-summer. While
the direct rays of the sun aro intense,
it is cool in the shade, and at night the
mercury often falls below BO.
More than two-thirds of the popula-lion are Bedouin nomads, without per¬

manent places of abode, who live in
tents made of camel's hair, Just like
the patriarchs of old. They have enor¬
mous Hocks of sheep and goats, and
herds of catie and camels. The followthe grass and move from place to placewith ull their possessions. There are,however, several prosperous cities of
considerable population and commerce.Trade ls conducted by camel caravans,which cross the desert regularly, and
transport enormous quantities of dates,wool and other merchandise.

William E. Curtis.
-» ? »

A Mrhn»! «cr Gretrii-Upa.
Gastonin (N. C.) Gazette.
The Statesvllle Landmark refers to

the pluck of a boy 17 years old and ot
a man twice that age who recentlybuckled down to books at Bute's Creek
academy without knowing how to read.
The boy didn't know his letters, the
man began in the first reader. Yea.
that is plucky in a sense. Not that
the tusk ls so great, but. that thc
nerve to get one's consent to undertake
it at thone ages ls so rare. But it
ought not to be rare. The task is not
great, not difficult of accomplishment.
Little children who live with books
and picture blocks learn to read be¬
fore they are six yeani of oge, leam
without special teaching; with some
direct and regular Instruction they
woulf learn sooner. We do not believe
that there is ¡ti the State an illiterate
grown mun of ordinary Intelligence
and industry that could not learn to
read in six weeks, write in ten weeks,
and get a good beginning in arithmetic
in a few more weeks, if he would onlygive these things attention and reg¬ular study. Why hasn't somebody.started a school for grown men who
cannot read and write? The gnp be¬
tween the man who cannot read and
the man who can--how great and how
wide lt is! What storehouses of rich¬
ness nnd vast and fertile Heids are
shut away from him who cannot read.
Beyond the Alps Hes Italy-and the
Alps in this case are not impassable.The gap is wide but not difficult to
him who tries, and the prize is so
worth the winning! The man who
cannot thinks the way is hard; the
man who can knows it is not. The
grown man who cannot read and write
-somebody show him, somebody helphim. Here's missionary work for one,
and priceless happiness for two.

SPECULATORS IX TROUBLE.

Have Uren Sturtlnff War Rumor« In
Hely for Money Pnrpoaea.

Home, Feb. 21.-Humors of warlike
j preparations by Italy having been cir-
ciliated a semi-official communication
bas emanated from the government

I which is in substance as follows:
Stories of alleged armaments and of

i the movements of warships and troops
for service abroad are entirely false.
Indications exist that this false news

ls connected with stock exohange
speculations and thoso. responsible
have been brought before the law
courts to be punished according to law
with imprisonment of from three to
thirty months.
The communication evidently alludes

to the insistence by a portion of the
press that Italy will be antagonistic to
Austria In the Balkans and to the
predictions of International complica¬
tions thus causing a fall In Italian
bonds and a rise in the exchange on
gold.

Dr. Jameson's Sueco*».
Cape Town, Feb? til-Dr. Janeiin

has succeeded In completing a cabinet


